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From the NEW Chair… 

Thank you all for the opportunity to Chair Exeter Growers, I 
hope with your help we can continue to enjoy the field, the 
garden and the orchard and watch them grow and flourish to 
provide us with a delicious harvest to share and admire. 

I would like to say a big thank you to Jan for all her hard 
work and enthusiasm and for taking us successfully through 
the last few years  

We have a busy year ahead of us and I look forward to 
seeing you all at some of the forthcoming events, as well as 
on our regular days to work, lunch, drink tea and chew the 
fat!! 

Chrissie 

 

 

 

 

A potential new member & a happy event. 

Exeter Growers would like to extend a warm “welcome 
to the world” to  
Devon Makai Borden-Mead, 
born on 14th May,  
to proud parents Scott and Taryn.   
 
Welcome little person!! 

All 

Summer Solstice   June 21st   2015 
Lets meet for a late afternoon/early evening picnic on the field 
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Calendar Dates  

21 June  Summer Solstice 

04 July   Monthly meeting 

11 July 12.30   Friends Day (more details to follow) 

08 August  Monthly Meeting 

05 September  Monthly Meeting 

26 Sept 2pm – 5pm EGC Open Day on the field  

08 October 7.30   at Real Food Store, EGC Seasonal Review  

Autumn   Barn Dance More later... 
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Field Update 
Spring is always a busy time of year, there always 
seem to be more jobs to complete than bodies on 
the field to do the work... 
 
The large tunnel is fully planted and the small tunnel 
nearly so. 
On the field we have for the first time sweet corn, 
some sown under plastic and some sown directly 
outside.  
French beans – the survivors- are doing well, with at 
least 50% having to be re sown, their forerunners 
nourishing the ever increasing rodents. 
Nicola potatoes sown over old wood chip & compost 
are doing well, though the dry spring will reduce 
cropping. 
Broad beans are cropping, normally a big producer, 
they are reduced to a couple of beds, suffering with 
black fly, and showing no more flowers. 
Six beds of squash are being targeted by slugs and 
are really marking time while they get their roots 
down, rain would be good. 
One bed of peas look very well, plenty of pods, flat 
but waiting to fill. 
Half a bed of runner beans, have yet to start 
running, but are on the starting blocks at the bottom of their frames. 
Courgettes have emerged from under the fleece, flowering and even showing one or two small 
courgettes. 
Chard and beetroot are coming along. The beets & carrots in the polytunnel are already being 
selectively harvested 
Rhubard has been producing prodigiously, whilst the strawberries always seem to be nearly ripe. 
Blackcurrants are ripening and feeding our feathered friends. Gooseberries early to appear will 
need some weeks of sunshine to gain their unique flavour. 
 
Andy’s cows have been grazing part of the field. Elsewhere despite a determined effort by Richard 
the tide of grass has swelled, almost completely inundating the orchard. 
 
Lots to do..., but some lovely organic vegetables and fruit to come. 

Jake 

News 
 

AGM 
The AGM was held on Saturday 9th May.  This was a change, as we have previously held our AGMs 
in the Autumn.  It did seem to make more sense to discuss business as close as possible to the end 
of the financial year.  Jake presented the accounts and the officers were elected.  Jake and David 
remain in post as Treasuer and Secretary and we have a new Chair, Chrissie. Thanks to Chrissie 
for standing and taking on this role. David proposed a vote of thanks to Jan for being Chair through 
the period of change from Exeter Community Agriculture and this was seconded by Jake with a 
bottle of bubbly.  
 

The Field Year Book 
Attention must be drawn and thanks given to Liz Owens for her comprehensive analysis of all the 
activity and produce on the field.  She has prepared a wonderful report, which will surely serve as 
an important database for future planning.  There is a copy in the shed for all to read.  

Thank you Liz. 

Peter practising his mime routine, plants an 
invisible leek! 
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The Poly Tunnels 
The new poly tunnels easily weathered the strong winds at the end of March, the old poly  
tunnel, didn’t do as well.  

Young seedlings were in the old poly were rapidly transferred to the newly available large 
poly tunnel. 
Sheltered growing space is at a 
premium at this time of year, so a new 
cover was quickly ordered. The new 
cover arrived promptly, but it was some 
time before the weather allowed the 

new cover to be fixed.  
This cover was of the ‘dug in’ 
type. Richard led on the 
considerable digging that was 
required. 
 
Happily the old poly tunnel is 
working well, and is currently 
home to young tomatoes, 
aubergines and sweet potatoes. 
 
The big tunnel is also now full 

with tomatoes, 
peppers, carrots, 
beetroot, and a few 
aubergines.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Jake 

  



Exeter Growers Cooperative 2015 
Please remember that since this is a digital newsletter, text or images can be enlarged on screen for easier 

viewing 

Willow workshop 

 
 
On a lovely sunny day in May, Deggie from West Town Farm, led a basket weaving course 
on the field.  Deggie showed us how to work hazel sticks so that they would bend into a 
circle.  From this simple circle of wood we started to  fashion our baskets, first adding  4 ribs 
and then weaving, using the willow which we had grown on the field.  We did not manage to 
finish our baskets and are holding a follow up session soon. 
 
This is the first time we have used our willow and hope to use it in other ways on the field. 
 If you have any ideas as to what else we could make, do let us know! 

Allannah 

 

Friends of the Cooperative 

It would be lovely to see Friends on the field more often and so the Full Members would like 
to invite Friends for a picnic lunch on Saturday 11 July. Here’s the invite! 

As we gently roll into summer we would like to invite you all to the field on Saturday 11 July 
from 12.30. We will be providing an EGC lunch (including the current field harvest) leaving 
time for you to explore the field with us. 

Early in Spring we had the opportunity to set up a large poly tunnel to grow tomatoes, 
peppers and a variety of other veg. In our small poly tunnel the aubergines are already 
starting to grow, and we have been busy planting out squash, carrots, peas, beans, corn on 
the cob and lots more. 

There will be a variety of seasonal veg for sale at a reasonable price. 

Come along for a day of planting out, harvesting or watering the field, there is always plenty 
to do and, it’s a beautiful place to enjoy. 

 
Please telephone Chrissie on 07977879029 if you can make it. 
We would love to see you 

Chrissie 
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Nature Diary 

Nature notes, Floral Notes. 
 

This extract from a poem by Elizabeth 
Jennings is from Field Days which was 
referred to in Nigel Pinhorn’s handout 
for A Sense of Place on the Field. The 
event itself nudged me to look more 
closely -  at what was hidden or 
creeping and especially what was 
flowering in the grass and hedgerows.  
 
Now it is mid-June and everything has 
seemed to burst out in flower! 
Yesterday on a wander down the field 
– down the middle and back up by the north-eastern hedge - I found 28 species! There 
were 10 white ones:  Hogweed was newly out and its companion umbellifer Rough Chervil 
had almost imperceptibly taken Cow Parsley’s place; then there was Feverfew and 
Chamomile and the humble bright Daisy, Yarrow, White Campion, White Clover and the 
tiny ones: Common Mouse Ear and Shepherd’s Purse. Yellow flowers (6) ranged from the 
bold Cat’s Ear, Hawkweed and a single Tansy, to undesired Charlock to the small, 
strangely named Black Medick. Of various shades of red flowers a single splendid Foxglove 
had found a space in the Garden while the ‘woodland edge’ had Red Campion, Herb 

Robert in abundance, the tiny deep red Cut-leaved Cranesbill, and the scarlet of the Scarlet 
Pimpernel; the lovely Common Poppy like flames was everywhere. True blue flowers 
included Cornflowers and the ubiquitous Speedwells while of the purple to mauve were 
Common Vetch, Purple Deadnettle and the small shy Eyebright. Lastly two green flowers, 
both edible and nutritious: the Stinging Nettle and Fat Hen! 
But the most joyous news of all from our meadow is that one or more hares frequent it 
again this year, as noted by Nicola, and with our pond now covered – thank you Jake – we 
needn’t worry about their fate! The solstice is almost here, and as we reach mid-summer 
various species of butterfly, along with the bees, gloriously gather their nectar. 

Margaret 

English Wild Flowers. 

Forget the Latin names: the English ones 
Are gracious and specific. Hedge-rows are 
Quickening fast with vetch and cow parsley. 
And fast along the lawn the daisies rise...... 
                             Look, the buttercup 
Stares  at the sun........... 
Slim shepherd’s purse is lost in dandelions, 
Scabious will show a little later.... 
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Pictures from the field 

 

 

Not an Orchid, a Broad Bean flower 

A bizzy Bee 

Cows grazing our loooong grass 

A lovely Cauliflower in the Spring 


